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Upcoming Events:

2025 Bill Rosenfeld Memorial Scholarship John W.
Reed Memorial Scholarship Deadline

IJO Conference
July 19-22, 2025 Indianapolis, IN

RJO

July 25-28, 2025

Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center Hotel
Schaumburg, IL

SJTA Atlanta Jewelry Show
August 23-25, 2025

Cobb Galleria

Atlanta, GA

Tony Cruz, President

PUBLICATION & DISTRIBUTION

Georgia Gems is owned and operated by the Georgia Jewelers Association, and association for profit, headquartered in Georgia
Eash edition is mailed out over 200 members plus other individuals and companies who support the association.
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Atlanta Jewelry Show-

Dedicated to Helping our Community Thrive.
Two unique Trade Shows. Meaningful Education. Year-round Resources.
Unmatched Southern Hospitality.

INSURANCE

Robert Harbour
Project Manager / Agent .
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0. (770) 541 - 2391

e. info@sosafeins.com

a. 1227 Rockbridge Rd Sw, STE 208 #400 Fa&.Lh N
Stone Mountain, GA 30087 LA
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RETIREMENT * PASSING THETORCH * MOVING dlichce
FINANCIAL DISTRESS * GOING OUT OF BUSINESS AIS
SPRING 2025

March 14-16, 2025
2 1/2 Day Show
Friday - Sunday

Fresh Products and Resources,
Immersive Experiences.
Networking & Education.

Unmatched Southern Hospitality.

Experts in
Retirement, Closing
& Moving Sales

lantajewelryshow.com 800.241.0399

@

Our retirement sale, conducted by Charles Frey A
& Company, broke all records, projections, and
expectations. The professionalism, knowledge, honesty,
experience, and personal touch of Chuck’s entire team

throughout the sale was commendable.

— Mel & Liz Schlauch

Barany Jewelers | Brunswick | OH

Let’s talk about your needs. Let’s talk about your goals.
Let’ talk about how to make you the most money.

CHARLES FREY
& COMPAN Ync

888.688.1881

CALL CHUCK TODAY for your FREE & CONFIDENTIAL consultation with absolutely NO OBLIGATION. _I L] O

CFCO 10 Georgia Jeweler's Ad FP 5.5x8 5indd 1 7/30/24 215PM ‘

DATE PATTERNS

FALL 2025

August 23-25, 2025
2 1/2 Day Show
Saturday - Monday

Products & Trends.
Connactions and Community.
Convenient and Timely.
Unmatched Southern Hospitality.
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HATLjewelryshow

full service trade shop serving

Georgia Jewelers Since 1946

Pickens, Inc.
JEWELERS

President
Vice-President

Walter H Pickens, Jr.
W. Hays Pickens, IIl

480 East Paces Ferry Road, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30305

Phone (404) 237-7885

Toll Free 800-776-8925 + Fax (404) 231-0858
contact@pickensinc.com -+ www.Pickensinc.com
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Traveling with Jewelry
by Alisa Douvry

Hitting the road (or skies!) for an exciting adventure? While you're packing the
sunscreen and booking tours, don't forget about your sparkling travel
companions: your fine jewelry. Our recent survey revealed that nearly all
consumers still travel with their treasured pieces, highlighting the importance of
keeping them safe.

Approximately 40% of the surveyed travelers insure their travel jewelry, with
almost half relying on homeowners policies. Interestingly, insured travelers
prioritize hotel safes and dedicated travel cases, while those without insurance
keep their jewelry close by.

Younger adults are leading the trend towards specialized jewelry insurance, recognizing its advantages.

If you're like most travelers, protecting your jewelry isn't top-of-mind on your travel prep to-do list. But there are
some precautions to take, especially if you bring your engagement ring or other expensive pieces. Read on to learn
tips on how to travel with jewelry safely.

Deciding What Jewelry to Pack

Where are you going? What will you be doing while you're there? If you're jet-setting for a laid-back beach
vacation, maybe you can get away with no jewelry at all. Or just a few casual pieces for a nice dinner out.

But if you're traveling for work, or a destination wedding, jewelry could be on the must-have list.

If you decide you need to bring jewelry along, check for any travel advisories for your destination. If crime is of
concern, consider leaving your fine jewelry behind. Safety first!

What Jewelry To Bring On Vacation?
Majority of consumers are traveling with their engagement and wedding rings
52% travel with their engagement rings

50% travel with their wedding rings
How should I store the jewelry I'm leaving behind?

Don't forget to take precautions for the expensive jewelry you don't take with you. Just because it's back home
doesn't mean it's 100% safe. If you can, consider renting a safety deposit box to store your valuables while you're
away.

If that's not an option, your best storage locations at home are a safe, ideally, or an inconspicuous location if you
don't have a safe. Contrary to popular belief, your jewelry box is not where you should store expensive jewelry!
Where do you think a thief is going to look first?

How to Pack Jewelry for Travel
When packing your jewelry for travel, you want to avoid loss, damage, and unwanted attention.

Pack Smart: Limit what you bring and consider if bringing jewelry is necessary. Be sure to take an inventory of the
pieces you choose to bring for your records. Pack them securely in your carry-on bag and wear any jewelry that
reasonably suits your traveling attire. For added security, avoid wearing overly flashy or expensive jewelry while
traveling.

Can you bring jewelry in a carry on bag?

Absolutely. In fact, if you're not actually wearing your more expensive pieces through the airport, your carry-on is
the only other way to go. In fact most travelers pack their extra pieces in their carry on, especially as value
increases.

Make sure to keep the bag with your jewelry inside in your sight at all times. That includes offers of help from
airport staff, cab drivers, bellhops and the like.

Never, never, never pack your fine jewelry in checked luggage. There's just way too much risk.



Traveling with Jewelry

by Alisa Douvr

Can you wear jewelry through airport security?
There are so many things to think about while traveling - expensive, sentimental jewelry doesn't need to be one of them.

For many people, the most expensive piece of jewelry you own is your engagement ring. And you probably don't take it off
very often.

But should we wear it on our vacations? Depending on where you're going and what you'll be up to, the answer could very
well be no.

When to Leave Bling Behind: Our survey revealed 87% of consumers travel with their engagement ring*, so it’s
important to know how to prevent losing it. Pro-tip: Avoid wearing your ring in or around water. Even applying suntan
lotion or working up a sweat could make it easier for your ring to slide oft!

Be Hotel Savvy: Our survey also found that 35% of consumers lost jewelry when traveling in the past, with the most
common location being the hotel room*. Exercise caution, even when utilizing the hotel safe for valuables. Consider
purchasing a supplementary lock to use on hotel safes for additional security and never leave jewelry in your room
unattended.

How to Travel Safely with Expensive Jewelry

While most of the above applies to pretty much any jewelry you care about, there are extra tips to consider for traveling
with expensive jewelry.

1. Document the jewelry you're bringing. Make a visual inventory of the pieces you're taking with you. If you need to file
a police report for any reason, this proof of ownership will be very helpful. (You should really do this anyway - it's smart to
have a personal jewelry inventory.)

2. Alert officials, if necessary. If your insurance company requires you to notify them of travel, make sure to do so. Also
don't forget that, for international travel, you must report to Customs the transport of goods valued at $10,000 or more.

3. Know when not to wear your jewelry. While your valuables are often safest while in your sight, there are activities
during which you need to take your jewelry off. Look over our full list of activities that should be off-limits to jewelry.

4. Store safely at your hotel. Never leave your jewelry out in your hotel room, even inside your luggage. For any expensive
jewelry you're not wearing, ask the hotel staff it they have a safe you can use, whether in your room or behind the desk.

5. Conceal, don't reveal. Especially if you're in a more dangerous or unknown area, take steps to conceal any expensive
jewelry from strangers. Also, don't advertise the presence of expensive jewelry by sharing to social media. There's no need
to make yourself a target.

6. Appraise and insure. Is your jewelry insured? Does your insurance cover worldwide travel? Or do you have travel
insurance that covers jewelry? Make sure you know the limitations of your policy, and that you're covered for full value for
the most common causes of loss. It's also smart to update any appraisals before you leave.



Traveling with Jewelry
by Alisa Douvry

What to Do If You Lose Your Jewelry While Traveling

All jewelry loss is devastating. Losing jewelry while traveling is extra heartbreaking since the chances of
it turning up down the road are very slim.

If, despite all your precautions, your jewelry is lost or stolen on vacation, all hope is not lost.

If you suspect theft, notify security wherever it occurred - the airport, hotel /resort or cruise ship. Then,
file a formal police report with local authorities.

Whether lost or stolen, this is where jewelry insurance becomes vitally important. If you take one thing
away from this guide, insure your jewelry.

Insurance Essentials: Nearly half of travelers are unsure if their insurance covers them abroad. Your
best bet is safeguarding your favorite pieces with specialized jewelry insurance that offers worldwide
coverage while

Our comprehensive coverage protects your precious jewelry against loss, theft, damage and
disappearance, even while you're abroad. Get peace of mind so you can focus on making incredible
memories you'll cherish forever.

Travel with confidence and keep your sparkle safe on your next global escapade. Pack smart, plan
ahead and secure your jewelry with Jewelers Mutual for a worry-free, unforgettable adventure. Check
your rate today!

EST 1913

Jewelers Mutual®

GROUP

www.jewelersmutual.com
(888) 884-2424
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Jewelry Showcases: 2 Factors for Optimal Physical Security

by: Logan Moore

Sledgehammers and weapons. Broken glass. Dozens of luxury
watches. Gone in 60 seconds.

It all happens so fast, sometimes the most prepared jewelers can fall
victim to a smash-and-grab robbery.

Even with a solid overall security program, rarely is any jeweler
without a point of weakness. For some, this weakness happens to
be jewelry showcases — which are also the last lines of defense in
the event of a smash-and-grab.

Sophisticated criminals will extensively case jewelry businesses to
determine the path of least resistance for committing their crimes.
They will know the layout of the building, where the most valuable
merchandise is located, the exact value within each showcase, and
even how much force is needed to break the showcase glass.

Or they think they do.

Some smash-and-grab attempts have been foiled because, as the robbers attempted to smash the jewelry showcases,
they were stopped dead in their tracks. The glass wouldn’t break as quickly as they thought and they fled before

authorities arrived — with little to no merchandise.

The main reason for this strong protection is because these jewelers had both durable showcase construction and
the most resilient glass installed. Having one without the other could be easily compromised by a few forceful
blows of a sledgehammer.

Why is the type of glass important?

Manufacturing technologies have made some types of glass nearly impenetrable, yet basic, weaker materials still
exist and are used for applications that don’t demand as much security. There are three general classifications for
glass used in showcases, but jewelers should only consider one for optimal security.

Annealed Glass

The most common type of glass used in general construction is annealed glass, otherwise known as plate glass.
Since showcase manufacturers may work with clients that display significantly less valuable items than jewelry, this
option is a widely available and cost-effective when used in a display showcase application. However, it provides
virtually no security, as only a minimal amount of force is needed to break the glass into several large pieces.

Tempered Glass

Another type of material regularly used in showcases is tempered glass. It is also referred to as safety glass, because
when it broken, it fractures into small, similarly sized pieces that are relatively harmless.

Unfortunately, it does little to safeguard the jewelry beneath it. While tempered glass is roughly four times stronger
than ordinary annealed glass, it still does not take much force to break it.



Jewelry Showcases: 2 Factors for Optimal Physical Security

by: Logan Moore

Laminated Glass

Applying the science behind tempered glass, laminated glass is designed to break into extremely small pieces that
hold together when shattered. This is achieved by sandwiching an interlayer of adhesive material in between two or
more layers of glass.

The glass that is used comes in different thicknesses and a variety of interlayer materials may be used.
The thicker the glass and the more interlayer material that is used, the more force is needed to break it. When
installed correctly, this glass will produce a characteristic “spider web” cracking pattern after a blunt force is applied.

Even if a criminal spends a considerable amount of time attacking the showcase (which in a smash-and-grab could
be less than only one or two minutes) and does compromise it, there’s a good chance that only the portion of the
showcase they‘ve targeted will be exposed. Therefore, they may have the opportunity only to reach their arm in and
escape with a handful of merchandise, rather than the whole display.

Why is showcase construction important?

Your business could use the strongest glass ever created, but installing it incorrectly could lead to failure.

The most secure showcases have glass assembled into all sides of the fixture and glazing material securing all sides
with a full bed of silicone that is applied during the installation. All materials should also be UL certified.

Some displays have an “open end” design wherein the glass spans across several cases resulting in a glass-edge-to-
glass-edge joint. The glass sitting atop the showcase is secured only at the back rail of the jeweler’s side of the unit
and the glass in front is secured only on the bottom of the customer’s side. This “L” shaped assembly will collapse
regardless of the glass’s ability to resist impact.

As you can imagine, welded glass cube showcases can also be easily compromised due to their construction. While
these models have become increasingly popular with jewelers due to their aesthetics, special considerations should
be considered when using them. Like other showcases, the glass should extend into the showcase fixture and it
should also be bolted to the fixture.

Remember, if your business carries high-value and commonly targeted
merchandise like luxury watches, you'll be better prepared by asking
“when will the crime strike?” as opposed to “will the crime ever

strike?” CX)

In the end, installing showcases properly and using quality glass could J i

be your only hope of mitigating a potential disaster. ewelers MUtual
EST 1913

For more resources and services available to keep your jewelry

business secure, visit JM™ Risk Services. JM Risk Services is a division

of Jewelers Mutual Group dedicated to providing loss prevention
education and solutions to the entire jewelry industry.




2024-2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

President: Tony Cruz JWR Jewelers e Athens

Vice President: Mark Butler K.E. Butler e Vidalia
Treasurer: Chris Spencer Spencers Jewelers ¢ Athens
Secretary: Kat Bennett Hodges Jewelry ¢ Camilla
Executive Director: Janie Churchey Georgia Jewelers Association

Immediate Past President: Christine Thornton Randall Thornton’s Fine Jewelry e Athens

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jeff Alexander Alexanders of Atlanta ¢ Lawrenceville
Kim Thaxton Spencer’s Jewelers ¢ Athens
Krista Lovering Ford, Gittings & Kane ® Rome

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

Stark Harbour Jewelers Mutual e Atlanta

Gene Lambert Apollo MFG., Artistry LTD e Tampa, FL
Jeff Koch Bulova e Gainesville

Allan Cagle Brilliant Elements ¢ Easley, SC

2025 SPONSORS

Atlanta Jewelry Show Jewelers of America
Jewelers Mutual The Edge by Abbott Jewelry
Charles Frey & Co.,Inc. Systems Darling Gem Imports
Premium Wholesale Time Delay

J. Frank Golden Namano

Rembrandt Quality Charms Southeastern Findings
Pickens, Inc. Brilliant Elements

Southern Safe Insurance
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JEWELERS
or AMERICA

RESOURCES = REPRESENTATION = RECOGNITION

Join Jewelers of America today to access the
benefits of membership - and stand with us
to help improve consumer confidence
in the jewelry industry.

Become a Jewelers of America member today
at jewelers.org/join or call 800.223.0673.

E—ﬁaw- jewelers.org

If yow are uinterested un
sponsoring ond adwertising
with us please fll owt the form
w Hhus newsletter and madl o
download the form wunder thre
sponsors tab.




October 24th-26th 2025

for the

2025 Georgia Jewelers Convention

The Atlanta Evergreen Lakeside Resort
4021 Lakeview Dr. Stone Mountain, GA 30083

(770) 879-9900

« Educational Speakers for Store Owners and Staff Members

« Networking with Jewelry Industry Professionals

« See the Latest Designs from your Favorite Manufacturers

+ Scholarships Awarded

+ Vote for your Favorite Designs at our Annual Jewelry Design Contest
« Show off your Golf Skills at our Annual Golf Tournament

« Give Back to the Community at our Charity Auction

« Families Enjoy a 50% Discount at all Stone Mountain Park
Attractions

Janie Churchey, Register at :

Executive Director .. . .
(770) 827-1149 Www.georgla] ewelersassoc1at10n. com
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SUPERLATIVE CHRONOMETER |
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Visit TDC at BOOTH # 734-736

800.622.5203 | 214.369.4063 | info@timedelay.com | www.timedelay.com

Time Delay Corporation is an independent company and is not affiliated with any watch manufacturer or distributor.

Rolex is a registered trademark of Rolex Watch U. 5. A, Inc.
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A Complete Solution for Jewelry Store Management
Providing the Tools & Knowledge to Build a Better Business

BT = =

Point of Sale Integrated Build a Dynamic = Manage Store Actionable Nurture Customer
Management Tools Partners Inventory Services Reports Relationships

[=] Gt (]

O Fs

1-855-TRY-EDGE | sales@ajsllc.com | www.theedgeforjewelers.com

Proud Sponsor of the Georgia Jewelers Association.

GA_JEWELERS_24.indd 1 (@) 7/24/24 11:46 AM



Darling Gem Im
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1-800-282-8436 - darlingimports.com

We Stand Behind Our Work
mimport eat service, and great gemstones togreat
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Popular Charms %’J k | “"%»L.a.;,-,; st
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View our hot selling #ese4
Personalized Collection ==

Photoart Charms UG
Standard Engraving iE|

Painted Charms

Fngraved Charms

ports |saac Webster

Sales Executive/Diamond Buyer . By
Isaac@Namanodiamonds.com ‘1@

1733 Montreal Circle
Tucker, Ga 30084
www.Namanoinc.com

¢ gt

770.934.0360 ext 349

Proud supporters of the
Georgia Jewelers Association

A

Diamonds and Diamond Jewelry

outheastern

Findings, Mountings, Tools and Wedding Bands

¢

Your trusted partners,
offering diamonds of all
sizes and shapes,
findings and tools.
Since 1980

770.934.0360 1.800.282.8285
Sales@namanodiamonds.com
www.Namanoinc.com

BRILLIANT
ELEMENTS



Ship. Save.
Streamline.

THE GOLD STANDARD IN
STREAMLINED SHIPPING
AND INSURANCE

DISCOUNTS C PEACE OF MIND

Save time and money Print labels, get insura Real-time risk mitigation
while protecting your and track shipmentst and proactive alarts of
high-value items. within our platform. delivery concerns.

ENROLL YOUR BUSINESS

EISEE  JM SHIPPING O
& 1 SOLUTION Jewelers Mutual
4 by Jewalers Mutual Group EST 1913

Insurance service backed by over 111 years of experience

TracyPearls ~

By Rebecca

770.436.0805
RSHEMWELL2002@YAHOO.COM

J FRANK GOLDEN /
& ASSOCIATE \‘

Mike Combs Owner

J\')\.‘f’wnhun Whelesale

-One stop for delivery goods
-All essentials in stock
-Mined and Lab Available

PHONE 404.386.1430
EMAIL LL505@AO0L.COM

Start-to-Finish*

DiamoND LINK BRACELETS

RENEE Sl\(ilﬁl{, PRESIDENT
P.O. Box 43843, Birmingham, Al 35243
www.start-to-finishbracelets.com
email: start2fin(@aol.com

phone:205-967-3035

(404) 402-2500
3300 Buckeye 303
Atlanta, G. 3

ADAM SCHAPER

AASHJEWELRY@GMAIL.COM
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Georgia Jewelers Association

John W. Reed Memorial Scholarship Bill Rosenfeld Memorial Scholarship
Application 2025

Member Store Information

Member Store Name City

Store Owner Store Phone

Personal Information

Applicant’s Full Name Birth date / /

Home Address:

Street City

Zip Personal Phone

Personal email

Applicant’s Signature Date

GJA Member Signature Date

----Please give this application & your letter to your employer for submission--- PLEASE
THIS IS THE ONLY PAGE THAT SHOULD HAVE ANY WAY TO IDENTIFY YOU, YOUR STORE OR

YOUR CITY. THE COMMITTEE WILL USE A “BLIND” PROCESS TO SELECT SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS.

Date received by GJA office: Blind Code

Completed Application Applicant Letter Employer letter

Mail Application to:

John W. Reed Memorial Scholarship Bill
Rosenfeld Memorial Scholarship
Attn: Janie Churchey, Executive Director
P.O. Box 5
Tucker, GA 30085



Page 2 of 2

PLEASE DO NOT PUT YOUR STORE NAME, YOUR EMPLOYERS’ NAME, YOUR CITY OR ANYTHING ELSE THAT WOULD
IDENTIFY WHO YOU ARE AND WHERE YOU WORK ANY WHERE EXCEPT THE FIRST PAGE WHERE REQUESTED.
APPLICATIONS WILL BE REVIEWED “BLINDLY” BY THE GJA SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE.

Personal Information

High School Grade Level Completed College Year(s) Completed
Degree
Marital Status Number of Dependents
Military Service Years Discharge

Are you currently enrolled in any GIA, AGS or other jewelry related courses at this time?

GIA AGS Other (please name)

What GIA, AGS or other bench jewelers accredited courses have you completed?

Work Experience
Length of time with current employer (GJA member store)
Full Time Part Time
List your current duties and responsibilities and any experience that may be related.

Which GIA or AGS courses would you like to take with this scholarship?

Reason you are applying for this scholarship.

A letter from the applicant must accompany this application. The letter should state why you want this
scholarship, what goals you have set for yourself, how you would benefit and how it would benefit the GJA
member store and the industry. *****IN THE LETTER FROM THE APPLICANT, DO NOT GIVE YOUR
NAME, STORE NAME, CITY OR ANY OTHER SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT WOULD IDENTIFY YOU OR
YOUR EMPLOYER.

Date Reviewed: Decision:
Signed

Mail Application to:

John W. Reed Memorial Scholarship Bill
Rosenfeld Memorial Scholarship
Attn: Janie Churchey, Executive Director
P.O.Box 5
Tucker, GA 30085



Make the most of your membership

Sponsor and Advertise with GJA
in 2025

Submit your designs for our 2025
Design Contest
Apply for our 2025 Scholarships

Register for the 2025 Georgia Jewelers Convention at
Stone Mountain

Georgia Jewelers Association
P.O.Box 5
Tucker, Georgia 30085
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